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There appears but one answer to such a
question, yet the possibility which that one
would admit has been only of late years acknow-
ledged, and is not -even now acknowledged un-
iversally. Again, is an ancient language the
best or only one which can give this training ?
Feel:ng that we are upon delicate ground, let us
quote in answer part of an article from the
Westminster Review, of what date we do not
know. The writer replies to the argument in
favor of Latin based upon its excellence as a
discipline for the mind, by a similar question to
that which we have just asked: *Is not an
equally thorough “drilling’ possible in French
and German? And, if possible, would it not be
productive of equally good results? . ... We
do not hesitate to affirm that, in so far as
thorough “drilling” in all the departments ot
grammar tends to sharpen the faculties, to fix
the attention, to strengthen the memory, or to
produce any other intellectual advantage, the
result would follow equally, 2% egually able hands,
whether the subject language be French or Latin,
Greek or German.” |

As we have before said, this very self-evident
fact has now won wide recognition, but has yet
to be fully acknowledged. German is becoming
a substitute for Greek in many examinations,
and there is hope that in time it will be generally
admitted that a thorough knowledge of the
former under any condition is preferable to the
incomplete smattering of the latter which passes
muster now as a clcssical education. But such
is not likely to be the case while the writings of
antiquity are so highly elevated above those of
comparatively modern date. When a man may
gain the title of “Scholar” by a familiarity with
Latin alone, such as every one who is taught it
should obtain; and may, on the other hand,
have a much more intimate acquaintance with
the languages and literatures of three modern
countries like England, France and Germany,
without receiving any such honorable epithet;
it is only a warm love of culture for its own sake
and a clear sighted contempt for the fetters of
tradition, that will make him decide to sacrifice
the letter and name to the spirit and very thing.
Such a ‘decision, for such reasons cannot be
made by boys at school, and it is consequently
with their parents and their masters that the
modern languages must obtain more of the con-
sideration which is due to them.

To quote once more from the Westminster
Review: *“we cannot grant the monopoly of

athetic culture so often claimed for the ancient
classics. The very word c/assics itself is a sort
of petrified expression of this fallacy. At the
time when the title was bestowed, its appro-
priateness was without a doubt; but since the
whole wealth of modern literature has been
created, the title has ceased to be exclusively
applicable. Of our English authors we need
not speak; but when we have such writers in
French as Montaigne, Corneille, Bossuet,
Moli¢re, Pascal, Ifenelon, Voltaire, Rousseau,
Montesquieu and Chateaubriand ; in German,
as Lessing, Wieland, Goethe, Richter and
Schiller ; in Italian, as Dante, Tasso, Ariosto
and Machiavelli—the term classics ought never
to be applied, even to the immortal productions
of Greek and Roman fame, without the word
“ancient” prefixed, by way of reservation in
favour of the modern classics.

The truth of the whole matter is simply this
—that the chief objection to the modern litera-
tures is ignorance of them, on t.e part of those
who most underrate their value. French we
must admit to have received due attention, but
we cannot say the same even for English, and
much less for German. We could point at this
moment to young men who will quote for us
Horace, Juvenal, Homer and Sophocles, but
who consider Chaucer, Spenser, Langland and
Gower, if they have even any definite idea of
who they were, as too insurmountably difficult
for perusal. They can roll out Latin rules and
hold forth on Greek accents, but ask them to
give some account of the commonest words and
constructions of their own tongue, and it is to be
hoped they will edify you more than they amuse
you. But itisscarcely ¢keir fault that they have
ignored the strength,|the beauty and the wonder-
ful Catholicism of teaching to be found in their
own great living language, that they might sub-

mit themselves to the apparently miraculous

training of dead ones, about which there hovers
a pedantic superstitition every whit as blind as
that which once enveloped the bones of defunct
saints. |

Ignorance and false ideas of German literature,
although, perhaps, more excusable, are certainly
more widespread. We have seen that they are
in a fair way of being removed among the rising
and future generations; but we must bear in
mind that a very small proportion of men now
forming the educated classes had, in their youth,
similar opportunities afforded them of obtaining
a key to the riches in question. They were a
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little, but not very much more fortunate than
their fathers, of whom Carlyle wrote as follows
in 1824: “ Whether it be that the quantity of
genius among ourselves and the Fkrench, and
the number of works more lasting than brass
produced by it, have of late been so considerable
as to make us independent of additional supplies ;
or that, in our ancient aristocracy of intallect we
disdain to be assisted by the Germans, whom, by
a species of second sight, we have discovered,
before knowing anything about them, to be a
timid, dreaming, extravagant, insane race of
mortals ; certain it is, that hitherto our literary
intercourse with that nation has been very slight
and precious . . . .. with scarcely more than
one or two exceptions, the best works of Germany
have lain neglected, or worse than neglected, to
us, and the Germans are yet utterly unknown to
us. Kotzebue still lives in our minds as the
representative of a nation that despises him
Schiller is chiefly known to us by the monstrous
production of his boyhood, . . . . ” and, as he
goes on to say at length, “ Goethe is the victim
of complete misconception.” Carlyleand Lewes
have laboured, and their labours have undoubted-
ly borne fruit, in the removal of much prejudice
and fanciful ignorance on the part of Englishmen
with regard to Goethe and to the noble literature
at the head of which he stands. But have their
labours attained to full success? Would the
words that we have just quoted, written in 1824,
contain any very manifest injustice if applied to
thousands of educated Englishmen in 1876?
We do not undertake to answer; but, turning
to Canada, we are far from being reassured when
we read in its foremost periodical, an article
which undertakes to give an account of Fausz,
and ends with the assertion that the moral of
that world poem is a repetition of the cry of
the preacher, “ vanity of vanities—all is vanity!”
We feel that the writer must have a just convic-
tion of his readers ignorance of his subject, when,
with astonishing confidence therein, he concludes
with the remark: “ Let us be thankful that the
poet’s conception is but a half truth at its best!”
Probably so, when only half of his work is read.
Before instructing even Canadian readers in
Faust and its moral, it would be well for the
writer to put himself to the pains of buying and
perusing a volume known as Fawust; der Tragodie
sweiter Theil. In Fiinf Acten., towards the end
of which hé may possibly discover a noble moral
in its proper place, at the conclusion and not in
the middle of the hero's life,—a moral which

Lewes thus sums up—*“The toiling soul, after
trying in various directions of individual effort
and ndividual gratification, and finding therein
no peace, is finally conducted to the recognition
of the vital truth that man lives for man, and
that only in so far as he is working for Humanity
can his efforts bring permanent happiness.”

THE WINES OF SCRIPTURE,

“TnHE Wines of Scripture” is the title of an
interesting and popular pamphlet recently pub-
lished in Edinburgh by one of the best known of
our graduates, Samuel McNaughton, M.A. This
excellent little treatise 1s composed with special
reference toan article by the Rev. Dr. Watts, of
Belfast, contributed to the British and Foreign
Evangelical Review, and advocating the opinion
that the Bible in its teaching concerning the use
of wines inculcates temperance but does not re-
quire actual abstinence. In opposition to this
theory Mr. McNaughton, in the first instance
preached a Temperance Sermon under the
auspices of the Edinburgh Total Abstinence
Society, and finally, yielding to many urgent
requests, gave his arguments to the public in a
more permanent form. Thus arose the tractate
under review. QOurauthor begins by a statement
of the grand question at issue. Is there Scrip-
tural warrant for Total Abstinence? Here is
the result of his cogitations: “The wines of
Scripture, spoken of with approval and used at
sacred feasts, I found to be an entirely different
article from the wine and strong drink referred
to with warning admonition, and denounced as
a war-bringing curse. The one is an innocent
unintoxicating wine, the other fermented and
highly intoxicating.” This position he further
elaborates in a series of propositions :

1. The wines of Scripture are clearly distin-
guishable into two grand classes, namely, fer-
mented and unfermented.

2. The fruit of the vine, or unfermented grape-
juice, was a common beverage among the

ancients. .
3. This grape-juice was wine, and was ex-

pressly so called.
4. Intoxicating drinks are never spoken of as
a blessing, but are referred to with warning and

woe. .
5. Where wine is spoken of with approval it
is not intoxicating. o
We have not space to follow him into the
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critical discussion of these points. He has
availed himself of the researches of the greatest
scholars, especially of such lexicographers as
Fiierst, and appears to us to have proved satis-

factorily, in opposition to Dr. Watts : that in the |

then argues that the wine here prescribed was a
medicated wine, “ made of salt water, boiled
grape-juice, and myrtle leaves, as a specific for
weak stomachs” Perhaps of all the texts he
discusses, his explanation of Acts II. 13, which

Old Testament “Tirosh,” translated “new wine,” | he resolves into a sarcasm akin to the jeer which

means wine in the cluster and wine in the vat:
that “ Yayin” translated “wine” is a generic
term for all kinds of wine—fermented and un-
fermented, requiring the study of the context to
disclose its meaning in any particular connection,
and that *“ Shechar,” usually translated “strong
drink,” is highly intoxicating, and is spoken of
with warning. After a very learned discus-
sion, in which he closely questions ancient
authorities to make them bear testimony against
Dr. Watts' assertion, that wine has no other
meaning than the fermented jnice of the grape,
he proceeds with characteristic vigor: “Ye
shades of Homer and Aristotle, of Suidas and
Nicander, of Pliny and Plutarch and Josephus,
of Varro and Ovid and Columella, Juvenal and
Polybius and Philo, of Cato and Livy and Theo-
phrastus—rise, rise from the dead and make your
apologies to Dr. Watts! Bow low to the Belfast
Professor, and acknowledge that with all your
learning and wisdom you have been entirely
mistaken about your customs, your language,
and your drinks. With due penitence confess
that you were all drunk, and always drunk—
that you knew not how you lived—that you
knew not what you wrote—that you knew not
what you drank.”

The second part of the treatise is devoted to
a consideration of a variety of Scripture passages
which at first sight seem to discountenance the
total abstinence theory. A considerable amount
of ingenuity and exegetical skill marks the dis-
cussion of these texts. Want of space forbids
us from justifying this criticism by making
adequate citations. Regarding the institution
of the LLord's Supper, eur author draws attention
to the fact that the evangelists especially discard
the more ambiguous “oinos” and employ in-
stead the term “to gennema tes ampelon,”
excluding the idea of fermentation. Upon the
text, “ use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake”
he says: This is a favourite text with many good
people. They repeat- it more frequently than
the Lord’s Prayer. And I fear some of them
think more of their “stomachs” than of their
reputation. I would like if they would always
quote with it as a corrective, one or two other
passages, such as, “ wine is a mocker,” &c. He

one might aim at an excited tec-totaller “ He
is drunk on cold water,” is the least satisfac-
tory. In almost all the other cases his views
carry unhesitating conviction with them.

Mr. McNaughton's little work has been highly
commended by several biblical scholars and
other eminent men. It deals, reverently and
ably, with a weighty question, and whether or
not it succeed in making many converts to teeto-
talism on scriptural grounds, no impartial critic
can regard it otherwise than as a valuable contri-
bution to the literature of the subject.

Dallusiensia.

A few Canadian collegiates (mainly Nova Scotians and sons
of Dalhousie ) now pursuing their studies in the University of
Edinburgh have formed themselves into a small society desig-
nated the Canada Club. The first meeting of the Club was
held last year, upon which occassion W. Cruikshank B. A. was
unanimously elected President, Another meeting was called a
few weeks ago, at the end of the winter session,and was held in
Leith. These gatherings are social, taking in fact the form ot
suppers. We are glad that our old students do not forget their
Alma Mater in a distant land, and that their loyalty, enthusiasm
and convivial capacities are as great as in the days of yore.
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Consignments of Country Produce promptly attended to.

Orders from Students filled at lowest rates.

No. 226 ARGYLE STREET, HALIFAX.

WILLIAM WILSON,

Importer of and Dealer in

HATS, CAPS, LADIES FURS,

English Sole Leather Portmanteaus, Trunks,
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WESLEYAN BOOK ROOM,
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Depository for all Methodist Publications,
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MRS. McLEAN,
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Our new Autumn and Fall Stock of
BRITISH AND FOREIGN DRY GOODS,

Will now be found complete in every department, and embraces
all the latest Novelties and Styles in the Trade, which have
been personally selected by one of our firm in the best markets
of the United Kingdom.

We have on hand a splendid stock of General House Fur-
nishing Goods,and Men’s, Youths’and Boys’ READY-MADE
CLOTHING, warranted of good sound material and workman-
ship of the best London styles.

Our country customers will please send us their orders early
and buyers generally will find it to their advantage to give us a
call. Both Wholesale and Retail at the lowest prices.

JENNINGS & CLAY.
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My Fall Stock of Tweeds, Cloths, Coatings, Beavers, Pilots,
and Doeskins, all of which will be made up to order in the
most fashionable styles and best workmanship. All who re-
quire good fits and reasonable prices will please call.

JAS. K. MUNNES, Upper Water St., Corner Jaeob.

JUST RECEIVED AT -THE “BEE-HIVE.”—The largest
stock of Ready-made Clothing, Gentlemen’s Furnishing Goods,
&c., &c. All in want of Fashionable and cheap Goods will
please call and examine. #

94S. K. MUNNIS, 114 Upper Water St., Cor. Sacob.

THOS. P. CONNOLLY,

BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER,
HALIFAX,

College, Academy, and Common School Books always on
hand and imported to order.

Blank Note Books, all sizes and bindings.

We make a specialty of the MEDICAL BOOKS now in use
at the Medical School ; a stock always on hand.

Note, Letter, and Foolscap Envelopes, Papers, Pens, Ink,
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the Trade. —_
THOS. P. CONNOLLY,
Central Bookstore, Cor. George and Granville Sts.

United Service Book and Stationery Warehouse.

Every description of COLLEGE & SCHOOL BOOKS.

Complete assortment of Artists’ Materials in Oil and Water Colours ;
Drawing Books and Paper. , -

Agency Aikin, Lambert & Co.’s Celebrated Gold Pens and Pencil Casges.

Beautiful and Useful Christ
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and New Year's Presents in Gold Pens |

and Pencil Cases : in Winsor and Newton’s Boxes of superior Water Colors, .

hard and moist : in boxes Coloured Crayons : and in Boxes of Mathematica
Instruments, Microscopes, etc. § 3
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Christmas and New Ygar Cards ; Valentines in season,
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The utmost punctuality nteed to all who may favor us with their
orders for and Newspapers, and every kind of Book from Great
Britain and United States.
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United Service Book & Stationery Warehouse, 103 Granville St.
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GEO. Y. YOUNG,
No. 126 Granville Street, - ~ HALIFAX,

Importér and Dealer in

‘GENT'S FURNISHING GOODS,

Solid Leather Portmanteaus,iTrtmks, Valises, Travelling Bags,
Satchels, Railway Rugs, Umbrellas, Fancy Sticks, &c.

Also constantly in stock a large assortment of Ready-made
and Rubber CLOTHING, direct from the Manufacturers,

We call special attention to our beautifal and perfect-fitting
White Glendower and Oxford SHIRTS. g

We give a (lm'om;l of ten per cent, to Students and Clergymen.
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